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Enjoy the Promise of the Prairie while endowing the future
Help us celebrate the Morris campus’s history by giving a scholarship gift to
the students of tomorrow!
McGrath ’68

Schuman

Carpenter

“Blooming Where We’re Planted”—the 2010 Celebration Morris
campus history panel—features Steve Granger, retired assistant to the
chancellor and founding faculty member, Gary McGrath ’68, former
vice chancellor for student affairs, Bettina Blake, retired
vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean, David Johnson,
retired chancellor, and Sam Schuman, retired chancellor.
The panel moderator is Nancy Carpenter, professor of chemistry.

Rodney and Helen Briggs

Lucy and Jack Imholte

Your gift will help to create a new, endowed University of Minnesota,
Morris scholarship fund that will assist future students in achieving their
educational goals. Gifts of $30 or more qualify donors for a copy of the
campus’s 2010 Celebration DVD Promise of the Prairie: Education in Three Acts.
Promise of the Prairie: Education in Three Acts, a new documentary created by
University of Minnesota, Morris (UMM) Media Services, explores three
very different educational institutions that have all made their home on the
same plot of land—the Morris campus. The yearlong project culminates
with its inaugural screening during Founders Weekend when the campus
celebrates UMM’s 50th birthday and the 100th anniversary of the founding
of the West Central School of Agriculture.
All but $5 of your gift is tax-deductible within the fullest extent permitted
by law. A charitable gift receipt will be issued by the University of Minnesota
Foundation when your gift is received. With your help, we will achieve our
goal of raising a minimum of $25,000 to endow the 2010 Promise of the
Prairie Scholarship. Once $25,000 is raised, we will apply for the University
of Minnesota President’s Scholarship Match Program. The program will
match on a dollar-for-dollar basis the payout of the endowment.
For more information about making a gift, please stop by the table outside
of Imholte 109 today or contact Janell Kolden, stewardship and gift
administrator, at 320-589-6386 or koldenj@umn.edu.
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noon
John Q. Imholte Hall 109

ABOUT THE PANELISTS
Elizabeth “Bettina” Blake—Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and
Dean, 1979–1995; Fund Development, 1995–1998
When Bettina Blake arrived at UMM in 1979, it was her charge to build
a strong, diverse faculty and to continue strengthening the academic
program. Guided by her desire for quality and equality, Blake successfully
accomplished these goals, staying true to UMM’s liberal arts mission and
earning Morris national recognition for academic excellence. As one of
just a few women University of Minnesota administrators at the time,
Blake served frequently on Universitywide committees, simultaneously
representing Morris and advocating women’s presence and equality at all
levels of University governance and campus life. A native of Manhattan,
Blake studied on the east and west coasts. She came to Morris from Wellesley
College in Massachusetts. As she used to say, she went from “the vertical
to the horizontal.” Blake saw in UMM, a public campus of enormous
potential, where people did not quite realize yet their own excellence and
uniqueness. West central Minnesota initiated her to small towns and vast
prairies. Blake valued the intellectual community created by students and
faculty on this rural campus and came to enjoy the quiet friendliness of the
Morris community. Blake resides in Boston, Massachusetts.
Steve Granger—Director of Counseling, 1960–1962; Special Assistant
to the Dean, 1963–1987; Assistant Provost/Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs, 1987–1994
Granger was the first faculty/staff from outside of the University of
Minnesota hired in 1960 by Morris’s first chief administrator, Rodney
A. Briggs. He shared Briggs’ passion for establishing a public liberal arts
college in west central Minnesota. Serving as Briggs’ counselor and secondin-command, Granger helped shape the new college as a major voice in
institutional decision-making. Granger designed the first version of the
psychology curriculum and the initial Counseling Service. He directed
Advising and established a student-centered advising program that
continues to be a campus hallmark. As Scholastic Committee secretary,
Granger defined and interpreted academic policy, and designed and
managed the academic programs system. He played a key role in developing
the Minority Student Program and set the standard for institutional
written communication and research still in place today. Granger authored
two monographs that capture campus history as told through its historic
buildings: Historic Buildings of the West Central School of Agriculture Converted to use by
the University of Minnesota, Morris in 1960, published in February 1998; and New
Buildings Constructed for the University of Minnesota, Morris from 1965 to 2002, written
with daughter Susan Granger ’80, published in April 2002. Granger retired
in 1994. He and wife Arden make their home near Morris.

David C. Johnson—Chancellor, 1990–1998
Morris’s third chancellor, David Johnson began his Morris tenure as do most
first-year students—by moving into a dorm. Appointed only days before
school began, Johnson didn’t have time to find housing in Morris. He recalls,
“I stumbled into Indy Hall...by mistake. It was the best thing I could’ve
done.” This quarter-long living arrangement, his pleasure in dining with
students in food service, and his uncanny ability to remember everyone’s
name earned him the familiar title “Chancellor Dave.” Johnson’s ability
to tell Morris’s story, articulate its vision and mission, and share his pride
in the accomplishments of Morris students and alumni had a tremendous
effect on decision-makers in St. Paul. He led the lobbying charge to the
state capitol during the 1998 legislative session to secure funding for the new
science building and the new Regional Fitness Center. His efforts and those
of the West Central Educational Development Association, faculty, staff,
students, and alumni resulted in a record $28.2 million in funding. Johnson’s
willingness to advocate for students and their needs left a mark on this
campus; his love of students left a mark on their hearts. In 2006, Johnson’s
first Morris residence was renamed in his honor as the David C. Johnson
Independence Hall. He makes his home in Minneapolis.
Gary McGrath—Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, 1986–1999; Director
of Student Activities, 1968–1972
Gary McGrath graduated from the University of Minnesota, Morris in 1968
with a major in history and minor in speech. McGrath attended graduate
school and earned a master of science in student personnel administration
at Western Illinois University and a doctorate in higher education from
Indiana University. He served in a number of student affairs administrative
positions at Indiana University, Cornell College, and the Twin Cities campus
of the University of Minnesota. McGrath served as the vice chancellor of
student affairs at Morris from 1986 until 1999 when he accepted the dean of
student affairs position at what would become the Arizona State University
(ASU) Polytechnic Campus. In 1998, he received the Robert H. Shaffer
Distinguished Alumnus Award from the Indiana University Department of
Higher Education. Gary retired from ASU in summer 2010. He makes his
home with wife Kitty in Gilbert, Arizona.
Sam Schuman—Chancellor, 2000–2006; Interim Chancellor,
1998–2000; Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean, 1995–2000
As interim chancellor in 1998, Chancellor Schuman led the lobbying
efforts that resulted in $8 million for the final stage of the Morris Science
Project. University of Minnesota President Mark Yudof praised Schuman
for his outstanding semester conversion administration. Since leaving
UMM, Schuman has been a Garrey Carruthers Distinguished Visiting
Professor of Honors at the University of New Mexico and served as interim
provost at the University of North Carolina, Asheville (UNCA), where he
had been chancellor before coming to Morris. Schuman is the author of
Leading America’s Branch Campuses, published by ACE, and Seeing the Light: Religious
Colleges in Twenty-First Century America, published by Johns Hopkins University
Press. Schuman and wife Nancy make their home in Asheville, where he
occasionally teaches at UNCA and consults.

ABOUT THE MODERATOR
Nancy Carpenter, professor of chemistry, has taught at Morris since 1989.
She is a recipient of the UMM Alumni Association Teaching Award; the
Horace T. Morse-Minnesota Alumni Association Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Undergraduate Education; and the Outstanding Support
of Student Leadership Award.
ABOUT OUR SPECIAL GUESTS
Helen Briggs—Spouse of Morris’s first chief administrator,
Rodney A. Briggs
Helen Briggs remembers well the question her husband posed back in
1959. “Helen,” said Rodney A. Briggs, “do you want to help me start a new
college?” And so it began, remembers Helen, “this adventure that was to be
the most deeply gratifying of his life. His enthusiasm was infectious. He was
a man of great energy, and all of it was spent on fostering this dream. Those
early years were exciting, filled with warm friendships with the new young
faculty who shared the dream. He would be thrilled by what the college
has become, the excellence of its programs, and especially by the plans for
energy independence for the campus.” Officially appointed as the West
Central School of Agriculture’s superintendent in 1959, Briggs was also
assigned the responsibility of transforming the campus from an agricultural
high school into a liberal arts college. Briggs built relationships with
faculty, staff, community members and students—relationships that laid the
foundation for UMM’s success. Briggs served as chief administrator from
1960 until 1969, first as dean of students and later as provost. In 1974, The
library was named the Rodney A. Briggs Library in his honor. Rodney died
in 1995. Helen makes her home in Shoreview.
Lucy Imholte—Spouse of Morris’s founding faculty member and second
chief administrator, John Q. “Jack” Imholte
Jack and Lucy Imholte were among the first faculty families who, as Jack
said, got caught up in the excitement of creating a new college. They were
excited about the opportunity to be part of forming a liberal arts campus,
and appreciated the opportunity. Together, the young faculty families agreed
to make the Morris campus the best it could be. Jack served as provost from
1969–1985 and as chancellor from 1985–1990. He guided Morris through
its second and third decades, intensely focused on its liberal arts mission.
In the early 1980s, he directed Morris through uncertain times when the
legislature and the University of Minnesota discussed closing the Morris
campus because of Universitywide and statewide budget concerns. Jack’s
style and determination are praised by his colleagues and his students. In
1990, Jack returned to the classroom as professor of history, and he retired
in 1999. In 2005, the Social Science building was renamed the John Q.
Imholte Hall in his honor. The Imholtes now live in St. Paul. Although here
in spirit, Jack’s health did not allow him to be here today in person.

